Introduction
Chironomid larvae live in almost all types of water bodies. They often dominate in eutrophic lakes or polluted rivers. Sometimes they prosper in the shallow littoral hydrophyte zones (BOERGER et al., 1982) . In Japan, chironomid fauna has been studied in some eutrophic lakes or ponds (e.g. SASA, 1985a, b ; SASA and KAwAI, 1987) . However, the chironomid fauna in littoral zones of lakes or ponds, especially hydrophyte zones, has not been studied sufficiently (KONDO and HAMASHIMA, 1985; KONDO, 1988) , though the important role of the littoral zone of lakes has been pointed out by some authors (e.g. WETZEL and CORNERS, 1979) . As for Lake Kasumigaura, ecological studies on chironomids in the pelagic zone were made by IWAKUMA et al. (1984) and IWAKUMA (1987) .
Several authors reported on the benthic fauna in the sublittoral zone (e.g. MIYADI, 1932; TSUDA and MORISHITA, 1973) , and some chironomid species collected around the lake were described by SASA (1979) . Most of these studies focused on pelagic zones. Recently, primary production of algae was studied minutely in the hydrophyte zone of Lake Kasumigaura (TA-KAMURA et al., 1990) , though benthic fauna have yet to be studied in the hydrophyte zone.
Studies on the habitat preference of the chironomids between emergent plant and sediment have been very few (LEARNER et al., 1989; MASON and BRYANT, 1975) , whereas interactions between hydrophytes and chironomid larvae have been drawing attention for a long time, i.e. direct feeding on plants (McGAHA, 1952; NODA et al., 1986) , feeding on the epiphyton (MENZIE, 1981) or utilization of the decomposed plants (SMOCK and STONEBURNER, 1980) . Most of these studies have been conducted on floating and submersed plants in lotic systems.
In the present paper, we studied the epiphytic He recorded 17 chironomid species, 10 of which were also recorded in the present study. The chironomid fauna of Lake Kasumigaura is summarized in Table 5 . 
